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In response to the increasing pressure on governments, legislatures, and courts
to conform to gtl)obal standards, courts in several democracies are secking to
strengthen the ability of their governments to stand up against interest groups
and powerful foreign governments, and to expand the space for domestic delib-
eration. By coordinating policies with counterparts in other countries through
the common language of international and comparative constitutional law,
courts can contribute to reclaiming democracy from the grip of globalization.
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This article draws on the theory of deliberative democracy to examine the legit-
imacy of the quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial acts of the UN Security Council
in creating the counterterrorism regimes under Resolutions 1267, 1373, and
1540, whose implementation requires broad international su%port. It argues
that improving the quality of the Council’s deliberations will enhance the effec-
tiveness of similar decisions and recommends a set of reforms designed to bring
down the “deliberative deficit” in that body.
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